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Hillary
Hillary’s life changed suddenly when a routine blood test revealed 
dangerously low blood levels. After months of tests and blood transfusions,
Hillary was diagnosed with a rare blood disorder affecting one in a 
million children per year — Idiopathic Acquired Aplastic Anemia. 

Characterized by an overactive immune system, the condition causes low red 
blood cells, white cells, and platelets, and puts Hillary at an extremely high risk 
for developing life-threatening bacterial, fungal, and viral infections.  

A sibling-matched bone marrow transplant offers the only curative option,
but her sister was found not to be a full match. Hillary was put immediately into 
strict isolation at home to undergo immunosuppressive therapy treatmentto wipe 
out her immune system. No school. No visitors. No exceptions. 

Hillary has worked extremely hard over the 
past year, dealing daily with complicated 
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rare condition and treatment path. 
Shestruggles daily with fatigue, cramps, headaches, nosebleeds, and nausea, 
not to mention too many hospital visits and needle pokes. She says it’s like 
playing the impossible level of a video game.

Hillary loves metallic purple, puppet shows before bed, and anything with a 
YouTube button on it. She stays connected with her teachers and friends 
through chats and texts and her massive Twitter following. Her positivity is 
not a gimmick. She craves the spotlight and sings herself to sleep. 

Her family patiently awaits a miraculous remission, but realize they may be 
headed for a bone marrow transplant at any time, and remain at the mercy of 
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On her last birthday, Hillary had a morning transplant consultation, her parents
were told they might lose her, and there was no party celebration with family 
and friends. Hills says it was the worst day of her life so far. Her parents agree. 

Hillary loves her Mom, Dad, and sister Alyssa more than anything in her world. 
She wants nothing more than to just be together, which is why camping is such 
a cherished family pastime.

Receiving her wish on her birthday offered another opportunity for healing for 
Hillary. Her family is extremely grateful to Make-A-Wish for replacing a sad, 
scary memory with a joyful surprise.

thegreatmakeawishcampout.ca

Hillary is this year’s spokesperson for The Great Make-A-Wish Campout. This event was 
inspired by Hillary’s wish to have a camping trailer, A.K.A. a “mini house” to spend time with her 
family and play with her sister. Her wish was granted on her 7th birthday!


